THE   THIRTY   YEARS   WAR
hopeless old age, neither youth, sex, rank, nor beauty
could disarm the fury of the conquerors. Wives were
violated in the arms of their husbands, daughters at
the feet of their parents, and the defenceless sex was
exposed to the double sacrifice of virtue and life. No
situation, however obscure or however sacred, escaped
the rapacity of the enemy. In a single church fifty-
three women were found beheaded. ... To augment
the confusion and to divert the resistance of the in-
habitants, the imperial forces had, in the commence-
ment of the assault, fired the town in several places.
The wind rising rapidly spread the flames, till the
blaze became universal. Fearful indeed was the tumult,
with clouds of smoke, heaps of dead bodies, the dash
of swords, the crash of falling ruins, and streams of
blood. The atmosphere glowed, and the intolerable
heat at last forced even the murderers to take refuge
in their camp. In less than twelve hours, this strong,
populous, and flourishing city, one of the finest in
Germany, was reduced to ashes, with the exception
of two churches and a few houses. . . . More than six
thousand bodies were thrown into the Elbe to clear
the streets; a much larger number had been consumed
by the flames. The whole number of the slain was
reckoned at not less than thirty thousand.*
The total number of inhabitants before the siege had
been estimated at thirty-six thousand. Tilly seemed
to be proud of his day's work. In his report to the
Emperor he said: * Since the destruction of Troy and
Jerusalem, no such siege has been seen.9
The horror and disgust excited throughout Europe
* Schiller, Geschichte des dreissigjahrigen Krieges.
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